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Champaign County Health Care Consumers, is a non-
profit, grassroots, citizen action organization founded 
in 1977 on the premise of participatory democracy and 
the belief that meaningful reforms in the health care 
system will come only with the active involvement 
of consumers. CCHCC believes that access to quality, 
affordable and timely health care is a fundamental 

human right and a social and economic justice issue. For the last 34 years, 
CCHCC has been in the forefront of dealing with emerging issues in health care 
and fighting for justice, and winning concrete improvements in people’s lives.

Thanks to your support and involvement, we’ve had another amazing year! In 
the area of client services, we have helped thousands of Champaign County 
residents who turned to us, desperately seeking health care services they could 
not afford. 

In our community organizing efforts, we have conducted workshops on health 
reform, advocated for state and federal legislation, fought against harmful 
changes to Social Security and social programs, and advanced our “David and 
Goliath” environmental justice struggle – the 5th & Hill Neighborhood Rights 
Campaign.

We have also been instrumental in helping to build the single-payer health care 
movement in Illinois and are currently working to advance single-payer state 
legislation.

With your support, these campaigns will ultimately be victorious, the people’s 
interests will be served, and the health of our community will be improved!

CCHCC has over 7,000 members who have dedicated themselves to fighting for 
justice in the health care system. Our struggles and victories are testament to this 
community’s longstanding commitment to health care justice and to the people’s 
willingness to act.

We collaborate with, and enjoy the support of many organizations and 
businesses in this community, many of whom are represented in this adbook. 
Please read through the adbook, celebrate the award recipients, learn about 
our campaigns and programs, and be sure to patronize the businesses and 
organizations that have taken ads, and thank them for supporting CCHCC.

We thank you for 34 years of support! We are deeply pleased to have you join 
us in this special celebration, and we hope that we can count on you to help us 
continue our commitment to, and struggle for justice in the years to come.

Sincerely,

The CCHCC Board and Staff

Welcome
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Music provided by: 
Jeff Helgesen - trumpet 

Chip McNeill - keyboard
Ed Schaller - bass

Jim Bean - acoustic guitar & vocals 

Floral arrangement provided by:
Rick Orr Florist 

Special Thanks

Special thanks to the Illinois Disciples Foundation  
for co-sponsoring CCHCC’s Annual Awards Dinner

Provena Covenant Medical Center 
The Mary Louise White Table

 
Carle Foundation Hospital 

The Harry J. Baker Table

Cody Sokolski and Marci Dodds,  
and One Main Development, LLC.

The Elsie Field Table

Illinois Disciples Foundation 
5th & Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign Table

Jeff Machota – for Adbook design and layout 
Ron Keller – for Certificates of Award layout
Allison Jones – slide show of year-in-review 

CCHCC thanks the following individuals for 
helping to make this  

Annual Awards Dinner a success:

CCHCC thanks the following organizations for 
purchasing and contributing honorary tables:
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Katherine Anderson - Advocate
Ricardo Albarran - Advocate

Tyler Bean - Volunteer
Cara Bergo - Advocate

Jonathan Brown - Intern
Olivia Brown - Reception
Peter Chung - Advocate

Rukiya Davis - Volunteer
Robin Eastwood - Advocate
Daphne Erpelo - Volunteer
Eddie Galvez - Volunteer

Connie Georgoulis - Volunteer
David Goese - Advocate

Dorothy Greene - Reception
Sandra Hansen - Advocate
Emily Henkels - Volunteer

Lisa Dixon, Chair
Barbara Pritchard, Vice Chair

Rev. James B. Holiman, Secretary
Dann Mills, Treasurer

Andrew Bloeser (outgoing)
Lloyd Carter
Phyllis Clark 

Flavors Northington
Elizabeth Scholebo

John Hesselschwerdt - 
Volunteer

John Hilty - Volunteer
Michelle Kelleher - Intern
Christina Kim - Advocate

John Lewis - Advocate
Jake Narup - Volunteer

Abigail Ortiz - Volunteer
Theresa Osunero - Volunteer

Ernest Owens - Reception
Bansari Patel - Advocate
Tina Pham - Advocate

Allison Shive - Advocate
Willie Smith - Volunteer

Aron Stromberg - Volunteer

Claudia Lennhoff – Executive Director
Grant Antoline – Organizer 

Paulette Colemon – Organizer
Anne Gargano Ahmed – Organizer, Medicare 100 Coordinator

Allison Jones – Organizer 
Jeff Machota – Bookkeeper

Yadira Montoya – Consumer Health Hotline Coordinator
Kamel Alomari – UIUC Federal Work Study

CCHCC Board of Directors

CCHCC Staff

CCHCC Advocates, Volunteers & Interns

CCHCC Board & Staff
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Henrietta DeBoer Volunteer of the Year Award
Theresa Osunero

 
Aimee Olson Advocate of the Year Award

Sandra Hansen

Elsie Field Health Care Provider Award 
LensCrafters
Pearle Vision 

Special Recognition 
Dr. John Hilty

Kamel Alomari

Lester T. Pritchard Citizen Leadership Award 
Barbara Franklin 

Bea Stratton 
Jean Burns 

Vicki Thomas
Eliza Catchings

Neva Summers (in memoriam)
(Members of AFSCME Retirees Subchapter 88)

Harry J. Baker Community Service Award 
Christine Ray

Sigma Lambda Gamma – Delta Chapter (UIUC)

Mike Doyle Activist of the Year Award 
Jake Narup

The Golden Bedpan Award
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

2011 Awards
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Issue Campaigns and Task Forces     

The Health Care Access Task Force was organized in 2007 to undertake 
a major community organizing effort to address the massive access 
to care crisis in Champaign County which has left tens of thousands 
of people locked out of the health care system, despite our county’s 
ample supply of health care providers. Currently, the Task Force is 
focusing its efforts on working with our local hospitals to improve 
their hospital financial assistance programs, increasing access to care to 
local physicians as a result of the Carle merger, as well as working to 
shape health reform at the state and national levels. Over the past year, 
much of the work of the Task Force has focused on producing materials 
and organizing events to provide user-friendly information to local 
consumers about new benefits available under health reform. The Task 
Force is also actively advocating for passage of state legislation that 
would give the state the power to regulate health insurance premium 
rate increases, as well as working to advance single-payer legislation.    
 
The Medicare Rights Task Force was formed in 2005 by Medicare 
beneficiaries demanding a voice in their health care. Currently the 
Medicare Task Force is working to create a REAL prescription drug 
benefit by supporting legislative reform to improve the Medicare Part 
D Prescription Drug Program. The Task Force is also working to protect 
and strengthen crucial federal and state programs for seniors including 
Medicare, Social Security, IL Cares Rx, and Circuit Breaker. The Task 
Force provides a forum for local Medicare beneficiaries to discuss the 
issues affecting seniors and people with disabilities who have Medicare, 
and learn about services that are available in our community to help.  
 
The 5th & Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign is an environmental 
justice campaign dedicated to protecting the health of the neighborhood 
residents and the rights of the community in relation to the former 
manufactured gas plant toxic site owned by Ameren, located at 5th 
and Hill Streets in Champaign. CCHCC is organizing this campaign 
in collaboration with neighborhood residents and former residents. 
The Campaign is currently focused on trying to make the IL EPA 
and Ameren expand the area of investigation in order to identify all 
toxic contamination that resulted from the operation of the former 
manufactured gas plant. In addition, the Campaign is working to repeal 
a dangerous citywide groundwater ordinance that lets polluters leave 

CCHCC Campaigns and Programs
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toxic contamination in the groundwater.

The Disability Rights Task Force was formed in 2004, and is led by 
community members with disabilities, to work for improving the quality 
of health care available to people with disabilities in our community. 
Ultimately, the Task Force hopes to see all health care facilities in our 
community become fully physically accessible, while being committed 
to, and ensuring staffing capable of providing “patient-centered” care.

Dental Access.  CCHCC has a long track record of community 
organizing to expand access to dental care for children as well as adults.  
CCHCC worked with local dentists to establish the Dental Referral 
Program (read description below) in 1992.  Then, in 2001, CCHCC 
organized the Dental Access Working Group, which led to the creation 
of Champaign County’s Child Dental Access Program in 2002. Currently, 
CCHCC is working with Carle Foundation Hospital, Provena Covenant 
Medical Center, SmileHealthy, and others to expand access to affordable 
dental care for low-income adults and adults with Medicaid insurance.

For more information on these and other campaigns, please visit CCHCC’s 
website at: www.healthcareconsumers.org

Service Programs
    
The Medicare 100/Plus Program, created in 1984, assures access to 
affordable health care for Medicare beneficiaries in Champaign County. 
This community-based program is a collaboration between CCHCC 
and Provena Covenant Medical Center, and Provena United Samaritans 
Medical Center. The Medicare 100/Plus Program bridges the gap 
between health care costs and what Medicare reimburses.

The Consumer Health Hotline, which has been serving Champaign 
County since 1980, is a unique service that operates under the motto of 
“empowering consumers to help themselves.” Consumers who call the 
Hotline work with volunteer advocates to obtain the resources and skills 
that enable them to effectively deal with the health care system. The 
Hotline receives over 300 calls per month.

The Dental Referral Program was created in 1992, to provide low-
income uninsured Champaign County adults with access to quality, 
affordable dental care. The Dental Referral Program is a collaboration 
with area dentists to provide dental care at a discounted rate to low-
income adults in our community.  

For more information on these programs, please visit CCHCC’s website at: 
www.healthcareconsumers.org
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www.communitysharesillinois.org
CCHCC is a member of Community Shares of Illinois
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Members of the 5th & Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign  
enjoy the Annual Awards Dinner in 2010.
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Members of the CCHCC Medicare Task Force speak  
at a press conference about health reform in May 2010.
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Members of the 5th & Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign speak alongside 
environmental experts at a press conference in February 2011.
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The Lincoln Building
Congratulates

Champaign County Health Care  
Consumers on 34 years of community 
organizing and consumer advocacy in 

Champaign County.

The Lincoln Building is proud to be  
the home of CCHCC.

44 E. Main Street, Champaign
217-355-3533
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