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Thank you for joining Champaign County Health Care 
Consumers (CCHCC) for our Annual Awards Dinner, 
celebrating CCHCC’s 42nd anniversary.

For the last 42 years, CCHCC has been in the forefront of 
working to improve our community’s health, improving 
access to care, dealing with emerging issues in health care, 
fighting for justice, and making concrete improvements in 

people’s lives. And we could not have done it without you!

Thanks to your support and involvement, we’ve had another amazing year! In 
the area of client services, we have helped thousands of Champaign County 
residents get the health care, prescriptions, and the health insurance they need. 
Our Community Health Workers provide free services to hundreds of clients 
each month. 

In our community organizing efforts, we have continued the fight to protect 
Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act (ACA) against the unrelenting efforts 
to cut and repeal these programs. We have also advocated for state and 
federal legislation, fought against harmful changes to social programs, and 
advanced our “David and Goliath” environmental justice struggle – the 5th & 
Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign (now in its 11th year!). These efforts and 
struggles are not over and require our intense dedication and involvement.

This year has also seen increased collaboration among many community 
organizations, agencies, local government, and health care providers, to improve 
our community’s health. This year’s award recipients symbolize exactly the kind 
of action, collaboration, commitment, and leadership that it takes to make our 
community a healthy community for all. CCHCC is so proud to know and work 
with these wonderful individuals!

Please read through the Adbook, celebrate the award recipients, learn about 
our campaigns and programs, and be sure to patronize the businesses and 
organizations that have taken ads and thank them for supporting CCHCC.

Thank you for 42 years of support! And thank you for your ongoing involvement 
and support as we continue our work for justice, and the work to improve our 
community’s health – it takes all of us to build a healthy community!

Sincerely,

Claudia Lennhoff 
Executive Director

Welcome
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Music provided by: 
Jeff Helgesen - trumpet

Paul Mock - guitar
Armand Beaudoin - bass

Special Thanks

Jeff Machota – for Adbook and Slideshow 
Ron Keller – for Certificates of Award layout
Jim Bean - for framing Certificates of Award

Taylor Bean Photography - for photography at Dinner

CCHCC thanks the following individuals  
for helping to make our 42nd  

Annual Awards Dinner a success:

CCHCC thanks Julian and Arlene Rappaport, 
Ruth E. Wyman Law Office LLC, and Carle for 

their donations of the Honorary Tables.

CCHCC staff at Families USA Conference in DC, January 2019.
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Henaretta Allen – Volunteer
Joseph Benton – Receptionist

Emily Davis – Intern
Erica Mack – Intern

Faith Harper – Volunteer
Katherine Kezon - Volunteer

Lisa Dixon, Co-Chair
Barbara Pritchard, Co-Chair

Shea Belahi, Secretary
Dann Mills, Treasurer

Elinor Fujimoto
Jennifer Putman
Mauricio Salinas

Phyllis Clark (ex-officio member)

Itzel Martinez - Intern
Libeth Rosas – Intern

Liliana Streber Ramirez – Intern
Patricia Marie Torres – Intern

Mark Zamora – Volunteer
Evelyn Zepeda – Intern

Ashley Buckley - Operations & Data Coordinator
Paulette Colemon Peeples – Organizer, Medicare 100/Plus Coordinator

Chris Garcia – Advocate/Benefits Case Manager
Jeff Machota – Manager of Finance & Operations

Adani Sanchez – Client Services Coordinator

CCHCC Board of Directors

CCHCC Staff

CCHCC Advocates, Volunteers & Interns

CCHCC Board & Staff

Claudia Lennhoff – Executive Director

Claudia Lennhoff and volunteers at 5th and Hill toxic site.
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Aimee Olson Advocate Award
Liliana Streber Ramirez

 
Harry J. Baker Community Service Award

Libeth Rosas
 

Leadership in Government Award
Kyle Patterson, Champaign County Board

Stephanie Fortado, Champaign County Board

Lilia E. Peters Service to New Immigrants  
and the International Community Award

Mauricio Salinas

Lifetime Achievement Award
Edwin "Ebbie" Cook (In Memoriam)

Magnolia "Maggie" Cook
MD Pelmore

Jerry "JB" Lewis
Eileen Oldham

Golden Bedpan Award 
Big Pharma

2019 Awards

Staff and interns at Nursing Home press conference.
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Issue Campaigns and Task Forces 

The ACA and Medicaid Defense Campaign began in December 2016. 
CCHCC is organizing and advocating to protect the Affordable Care Act 
and the Medicaid program from legislative and administrative efforts 
to repeal or dismantle the ACA and drastically cut funding for the 
Medicaid program.

The 5th & Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign, started in 2007, is an 
environmental justice campaign dedicated to protecting the health of 
the neighborhood residents and the rights of the community in relation 
to the former manufactured gas plant toxic site owned by Ameren, 
located at 5th and Hill Streets in Champaign. CCHCC is organizing this 
campaign in collaboration with neighborhood residents and former 
residents. The Campaign is currently focused on trying to make the 
IL EPA and Ameren expand the area of investigation and clean-up of 
all toxic contamination that resulted from the operation of the former 
manufactured gas plant.   

The Medicare Task Force was formed in 2005 by Medicare beneficiaries 
working for legislative reform to improve the Medicare Part D 
prescription drug program. The Task Force is currently working to 
protect and strengthen crucial federal and state programs for seniors 
and people with disabilities, including Medicare, Social Security, 
and Medicaid. The Task Force provides a forum for local Medicare 
beneficiaries to discuss the issues affecting them and learn about services 
that are available in our community. The Task Force meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. at the Champaign Public Library.
 
Service Programs

The ACA Enrollment Program was established in October 2013. CCHCC 
staff serve as Certified Applications Counselors and provide in-person 
assistance to community members who need to enroll in insurance 
coverage and financial assistance made available by the Affordable Care 
Act. This assistance includes enrollment into programs like Medicaid and 
Medicaid Managed Care, as well as private insurance options through 
the Health Insurance Marketplace at healthcare.gov.

CCHCC Campaigns and Programs
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The Consumer Health Hotline, established in 1980, is a free service to 
help people who are having problems with the health care system and 
who need access to affordable health care. CCHCC’s Community Health 
Worker (CHW) staff help community members get the health care and 
other services they need. CHWs provide information, referral, assistance, 
advocacy and case management services to hundreds of community 
members each month.

The Dental Referral Program was created in 1992 to provide low 
income, uninsured adults with access to quality, affordable dental care. 
The Dental Referral Program – a collaboration with area dentists – 
provides dental care at a discounted rate to low-income adults in our 
community.   

The Medicare 100/Plus Program, created in 1984, assures access 
to affordable health care for low-income Medicare beneficiaries in 
Champaign County. This community-based program is a collaboration 
between CCHCC and OSF Heart of Mary Medical Center. The Medicare 
100/Plus Program bridges the gap between health care costs and what 
Medicare reimburses by providing Medicare 100/Plus members with 
discounts on their out-of-pocket Medicare related charges at OSF Heart 
of Mary hospital and certain physician practices.

For more information on CCHCC’s campaigns and programs,  
please visit our website at:  

www.healthcareconsumers.org

The Medicare Task Force.
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CCHCC staff and interns, Summer 2018.
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To the Leaders of the 5th and Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign:

It was quite some time ago that I first walked down John Lee Johnson 
Way in the North End. During my years with the 5th and Hill Neigh-
borhood Rights Campaign, I came to know that name well.  People 
would tell me the stories about how Mr. Johnson helped people in the 
neighborhood. They would tell me the stories about how he brought 
people together. And they would tell me that the work that we were 
doing together reminded them of him.

These days I find myself teaching this kind of work to a younger 
generation. And I get to tell them the stories about how you helped 
people and brought them together. When I do this, I have the good 
fortune of remembering all you have taught me. In so many of these 
memories, we are all sitting around Mr. Pelmore’s dining room table 
talking about the work we must do and giving each other strength. 
Being with you around that table I learned so many lessons, but one 
stands out above all others. The lesson is this: The two most impor-
tant gifts you can give in this life are your love and your labor. I am 
so grateful that you shared both of those gifts with me because it has 
filled my life with purpose and pleasure. I learned the work of com-
munity organizing by doing that work with you. I learned how to 
feel the solidarity that grows out of a shared struggle toward justice 
because you allowed me to part of it. Today, when I teach others the 
work of organizing, I feel your spirit there with me
 
The spirit of your work on the 5th and Hill Neighborhood Rights 
Campaign is forever present in my life, just as it is forever a part of 
the North End’s proud history of standing up for justice.

In Solidarity and Gratitude,

Andy Bloeser

A Note of Thanks
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(217) 352-3455
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