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This year’s Annual Awards Dinner takes on special 
significance as we celebrate the 40th Anniversary of 
Champaign County Health Care Consumers (CCHCC).  
Founded in 1977 as a vehicle to empower consumers 
concerned about the health care system, CCHCC has 
grown from a handful of local residents into one of the 
largest, most effective, local consumer health advocacy 
organizations in the nation. CCHCC has become a 

nationally recognized model for effective grassroots organizing for health care 
justice and access.

From its inception, CCHCC has been committed to improving the health 
care system by making it more responsive to consumer needs. Our work has 
helped transform our community, and as we reflect on 40 years of grassroots 
organizing, we are proudest of our initiatives that have resulted in the creation 
of new programs in our community, including: midwifery services; prenatal care 
programs; school breakfast programs for low-income children; the Medicare 100 
and Plus Program for low-income Medicare beneficiaries (a collaboration with 
Presence Covenant Medical Center); the county-wide public health department; 
greatly improved financial assistance programs at our local hospitals; free 
dental care for low-income county children; the SmileHealthy dental program; 
discounted dental care for low-income adults; the 5th & Hill Neighborhood 
Rights Campaign to force Ameren to clean-up its toxic site in the neighborhood; 
and helping to halt toxic waste dumping in a landfill above the Mahomet 
Aquifer, to name a few of the lasting legacies that CCHCC has contributed to our 
community. 

Our success at the local level has generated state and national recognition, 
expanding the organization’s reputation and influence. CCHCC has repeatedly 
spearheaded statewide campaigns and sparked and shaped national initiatives.

Even as we have worked to make concrete improvements in people’s lives, 
changing health and environmental policy from the ground up, the real measure 
of our success is found in the tremendous support we have received from the 
thousands of local consumers who actively support and participate in the 
organization, and from the many organizations, including local government 
entities, with whom we collaborate to improve the health of our community.

As we celebrate our 40th Anniversary, we want to extend our deepest 
appreciation to all of you who make it possible for us to continue this vital work 
at a time when it is needed more than ever. Thank you for your support and 
your good work in service of health care access and justice!

Sincerely,

Claudia Lennhoff 
Executive Director

Welcome
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Music provided by: 
Jeff Helgsen - trumpet

Mike Miller - guitar
Andrew Walits - bass

Special Thanks

Jeff Machota – for Adbook design and layout 
Ron Keller – for Certificates of Award layout

Jen Tayabji – for the 40th anniversary slide show 

CCHCC thanks the following individuals  
for helping to make our 40th  

Annual Awards Dinner a success:

CCHCC thanks Carle Foundation Hospital,  
Presence Covenant Medical Center, Illinois State 

Senator Scott M. Bennett - 52nd District, 
Julian and Arlene Rappaport, Ruth E. Wyman Law 

Office LLC, and Molina Healthcare for donating  
tables for low-income consumers. 

CCHCC Board of Directors
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Henaretta Allen – Volunteer
Malony Blalock – Volunteer

Cassandra Brown – Volunteer
Michaela Connell – Volunteer

Michelle Fairbairn – Intern
Faith Harper – Volunteer
Jessica Jakimiec – Intern

Lisa Dixon, Co-Chair
Barbara Pritchard, Co-Chair

Shea Belahi, Secretary
Dann Mills, Treasurer

Ellie Fujimoto
Jennifer Putman
Mauricio Salinas

Lloyd Carter (ex-officio member)
Phyllis Clark (ex-officio member)

Patricia Rodriguez – Intern
Candice Shelton – Volunteer

Keri Smith – Volunteer
Deniece Stevens – Volunteer

Erin Sykstus – Intern
Ema Valverde – Intern

Alexander Vignettes – Intern
Mark Zamora – Volunteer

Chris Garcia – Advocate/Benefits Case Manger
Jeff Machota – Bookkeeper

Paulette Colemon Peeples – Organizer, Medicare 100/Plus Coordinator
Adani Sanchez – Client Services Coordinator

Jen Tayabji – Organizer, Medicare 100/Plus Coordinator

CCHCC Board of Directors

CCHCC Staff

CCHCC Advocates, Volunteers & Interns

CCHCC Board & Staff

Claudia Lennhoff – Executive Director

CCHCC Staff
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Henrietta DeBoer Volunteer of the Year
Henaretta Allen

 
The Illinois Disciples Foundation  

Movement Building Award
EverThrive Illinois

Robert G. Kirchner Legal Justice Award
Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law

Legislative Leadership Award 
Sen. Scott Bennett

52nd District IL State Senate
 

Rep. Carol Ammons 
103rd District IL House of Representatives

Lifetime Achievement Award
Mr. Lloyd Carter

Golden Bedpan Award
Contenders: 

President Donald J. Trump  
vs.  

Speaker Paul Ryan

2017 Awards
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Issue Campaigns and Task Forces	

The ACA and Medicaid Defense Campaign began in December 2016. 
CCHCC is organizing and advocating to protect the Affordable Care Act 
and the Medicaid program from legislative efforts to repeal the ACA and 
drastically cut funding for the entire Medicaid program through block 
grants or caps.

The 5th & Hill Neighborhood Rights Campaign, started in 2007, is an 
environmental justice campaign dedicated to protecting the health of 
the neighborhood residents and the rights of the community in relation 
to the former manufactured gas plant toxic site owned by Ameren, 
located at 5th and Hill Streets in Champaign. CCHCC is organizing this 
campaign in collaboration with neighborhood residents and former 
residents. The Campaign is currently focused on trying to make the IL 
EPA and Ameren expand the area of investigation in order to identify 
all toxic contamination that resulted from the operation of the former 
manufactured gas plant. 

The Medicare Task Force was formed in 2005 by Medicare beneficiaries 
working for legislative reform to improve the Medicare Part D 
prescription drug program. The Task Force is currently working to 
protect and strengthen crucial federal and state programs for seniors 
and people with disabilities, including Medicare, Social Security, 
and Medicaid. The Task Force provides a forum for local Medicare 
beneficiaries to discuss the issues affecting them and learn about services 
that are available in our community. The Task Force meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at 11:30 a.m. at the Champaign Public Library.
 
Service Programs

The ACA Enrollment Program was established in October 2013. CCHCC 
staff serve as Certified Applications Counselors and provide in-person 
assistance to community members who need to enroll in insurance 
coverage and financial assistance made available by the Affordable Care 
Act. This assistance includes enrollment into programs like Medicaid 
as well as private insurance options through the Health Insurance 
Marketplace at healthcare.gov.

CCHCC Campaigns and Programs
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The Consumer Health Hotline, established in 1980, is a free service 
to help people who are having problems with the health care system 
and who need access to affordable health care. CCHCC’s Community 
Health Worker (CHW) staff help community members get the health 
care and other services they need. CHWs provides information, referral, 
assistance, advocacy and case management services to hundreds of 
community members each month. 

The Dental Referral Program was created in 1992 to provide low 
income, uninsured adults with access to quality, affordable dental care. 
The Dental Referral Program – a collaboration with area dentists – 
provides dental care at a discounted rate to low-income adults in our 
community. 

The Medicare 100/Plus Program, created in 1984, assures access 
to affordable health care for low-income Medicare beneficiaries in 
Champaign County. This community-based program is a collaboration 
between CCHCC and Presence Covenant Medical Center. The Medicare 
100/Plus Program bridges the gap between health care costs and what 
Medicare reimburses by providing Medicare 100/Plus members with 
discounts on their out-of-pocket Medicare related charges at Presence 
Covenant hospital and certain physician practices.

For more information on CCHCC’s campaigns and programs,  
please visit our website at:  

www.healthcareconsumers.org

5th and Hill residents meeting with Michelle Jett,  
chief of staff for State Representative Carol Ammons.
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CCHCC staff deliver "Protect the ACA" valentines to Rep. Davis’s DC Office.
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December 2016 press conference to encourage our community to enroll in the ACA.  
Featuring (l-r) Champaign Deputy Mayor, Paul Faraci; Urbana Mayor, Laurel Prussing;  

CCHCC Executive Director, Claudia Lennhoff; and State Senator Scott Bennett.
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CCHCC Community Organizer, Jen Tayabji,  
speaks at the Medicare Open Enrollment Community Meeting in October 2016. 
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CCHCC staff deliver “Protect the ACA” valentines to Rep. Davis’s DC Office.
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Eliza Catchings with Paulette at Community Meeting.
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