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“This is simply unacceptable. I don’t understand 
why the Clinics don’t feel an obligation to care for 
the members of their own community.” 
 

As the Attorney General’s lawsuit progresses, 
CCHCC’s Health Care Access Task Force continues 
its community organizing efforts. 
 

Task Force member Ron Eaker said, “The Health 
Care Access Task Force is dedicated to working to 
end the current health care crisis affecting 
Champaign County residents who are being denied 
access to care because they have Medicaid 
insurance, are uninsured, or have medical debt at 
local Clinics. The Task Force is working to create a 
sustainable solution that guarantees timely access 
to quality, affordable health care to all Champaign 
County residents.” 
 

CCHCC’s Executive Director, Claudia Lennhoff 
explained that CCHCC and the Task Force are 
employing all necessary strategies to bring an end 
to this crisis. “We are organizing the Task Force, 
and the Task Force is making great strides. Every 
month, dozens of people attend the Task Force 
meeting, and we are working on setting up 
meetings with the State of Illinois to discuss 
Medicaid problems, helping consumers file human 
rights complaints with the cities of Urbana and 
Champaign, and organizing protests and other 
activities.”   
 

Task Force member Jeff Scott encourages everyone 
to attend the upcoming protest at Carle Clinic, “We 
will be protesting Carle Clinic’s discriminatory and 
harmful practices on Tuesday, November 20 from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Carle Clinic on University 
Avenue in Urbana.  Everyone should join us. This 
affects the whole community, and if Carle changed 
their practices, things would improve immediately. 
The protest is an opportunity for community 
members to demonstrate their power and have their 
voices heard.”

This groundbreaking 
lawsuit claims that 
“the clinics agreed to 
boycott new 
Medicaid patients to 
increase the 
effective Medicaid 
reimbursement rates 
and to accelerate 
reimbursement 
payments. Their 
boycott violated 
section 3 of the 
Illinois Antitrust Act 
and left many  

of the 20,000 Medicaid-eligible children and adults in 
Champaign County with fewer choices and poorer 
quality of medical care – if they could access medical 
care at all.”  
 

The lawsuit details the various ways in which the 
Clinics conspired to deny care to people with Medicaid 
insurance, including sharing phone scripts, and having 
their Boards of Directors pass similar policies. The 
lawsuit places Carle Clinic’s CEO, Dr. Bruce Wellman, 
as the architect of the plan to pressure the State of 
Illinois to increase reimbursements for Medicaid by 
conspiring with Christie Clinic to also deny care to 
Medicaid patients. 
 

Hotline Advocate and Health Care Access Task Force 
member, Nina López Iñesta, said, “I think everyone 
should read the Attorney General’s lawsuit for 
themselves. It’s stunning. It’s short and easy to read, 
and it lays out all the ways that the Clinics worked 
together to deny care to people with Medicaid. It’s a 
public document, so everyone has a right to read it. 
It’s truly stunning.” 
 

The Attorney General’s lawsuit can be found online on 
CCHCC’s website at: www.healthcareconsumers.org.  
Just click on the link to “Access to Care” under “Our 
Campaigns” on the left. 
 

“Our Hotline has been flooded with calls from 
desperate consumers seeking medical care, and sadly, 
the best advice we can offer these consumers is that 
they seek care in the Emergency Room, or try to find 
a doctor out of town, if they are able to afford 
transportation,” said Cindy McDonnell, Hotline 
Advocate.  
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Attend the next Health Care 
Access Task Force Meeting 

 

Thursday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. 
Illinois Disciples Foundation 

610 E. Springfield in Champaign 
 

Attend the Carle Clinic Protest  
 

Tuesday, Nov. 20 at 11 a.m. 
Carle Clinic on University Ave. in Urbana. 


