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HEALTH CARE CONSUMERS ARE NOW A MAJOR FORCE

The outcome of the Health Systems Agency (HSA) subarea election in September represents a
milestone in the history of local health care planning. In a field traditionally dominated
by health care providers, the public in great numbers elected an entire set of candidates
endorsed by the CCHCC. Before the election, CCHCC members recruited over 500 new members to .
the subarea council, investigated all candidates and endorsed those concerned about public
involvement, and then worked to elect all CCHCC candidates by nearly a two to one margin.
Congratulations to those who were elected., Thanks to the public and CCHCC members that par-
ticipated. The election signifies that an independent consumer organization can make a de-
cisive difference in health care affairs.

CCHCC LEADER ELECTED HSA SUBAREA PRESIDENT

John Peterson, CCHCC leader and Urbana city councilor, has been elected president of the

new HSA subarea council, He replaces Robert Owens, who announced his plans to step down
after serving in the position for one year. Peterson has been active in health care consumer
affairs in this area for several years. The CCHCC congrutulates Owens for an excellent term
in which subarea affairs were. generally handled in a fair-handed manner.

GOOD NEWS FOR HEALTH CARE CONSUMERS

Two CCHCC leaders have been elected to the governing board of the Illinois Public Action
Council in their annual meeting in Peoria. Joseph Ahearn of Champaign and Michael Doyle of
Urbana both advocated formation of a statewide coalition of health care consumers...,Robert
Clinkscales, regional HSA president, has called CCHCC leaders to request a meeting to explain
that the future of the agency depends in part upon gaining consumer confidence and support....
Barry Checkoway recently joined national consumér leaders in conducting training sessions for
HSA board and staff members in Kansas. The conference was sponsored by HEW Region VII Center
for Health Planning....Thomas O'Rourke was featured as a panelist on a WILL-AM radio program
focusing on health care costs and practices....HEW officials have informed CCHCC members of

their intention to draft a congratulatory letter recognizing consumer accomplishments during
L7778, .. .

HEALTH INSURANCE FORUM ANNOUNCED

Attend the CCHCC forum on HEALTH INSURANCE: ARE YOU GETTING YOUR MONEY'S WORTH? on Tuesday,
November 14, at 7:30 P.M., in the Champaign Public Library and Information Center, 505 South
Randolph, Champaign. Among the issues to be discussed are ways to determine the adequacy of
health insurance policies, common misunderstandings about insurance benefits, and why insur-
ance costs continue to rise and what can be done. Panelists will be Charles Gantt, Consumer
Services Division, Ill, State Department of Insurance; Martin Nyholt, Capital Regional Manager,
Blue Cross-Blue Shield, and Thomas O'Rourke, Professor of Health Education, University of Illi-
nois. This forum is co-sponsored with the Union of Professional Employees, Local 2287. Come

1 with questions and engourage others to attend.
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"ATTEg‘ THE NEXT MEETING OF CCHCC

ttend the next meeting of the ‘CCHCC on Tuesday, November 28, at 7:00 P.M., in the Champaign

;,fblic Library and Information center,‘505-south‘Randolph,'Champaigg. New members are invited
¥ attend. CCHCC action proposals and programs will be considered., The classic film "The

Crisis in Health Care" by the American Friends Service Committee will be shown. Come join the

effort to improve health care to all residents of our area.
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Election of consumer slate

to health board applauded

By Kuren Payne |
Morning Courier Staff*
A leader of the Champaign
County Health Care Consum-
ers (CCHCC) said Friday that
the eleclion of a CCHCC-en-
dorscd slate of candidales to
the hoard of the sub-area com-
mitlee of the local health sys-
teins apency is “a milestone
in the history of local heallh
care planning.”
“Ihe election showed the

public wants more direct in-

{' people or they won't get clect-
ed,” said CCIICC member
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Agency were ‘n:r.z Thursday

vin the election, In which 462

persons voled.,

Checkoway  said  two  local
hospital administrators,
Charles Dawley of Carle os-
pital and Tonald Aldrich of
Merey Hospital, were among
those with fewest voles receiv-
ed. “Providers are going to
have to work with communily

Michael Doyle.

trol heallh eare planning In
the area and will have approval
power over all proposed health
care facilily expansions that
cost more thian $100,000,

“The people who were elect-
ed will have a tendency to
look al some Cexpansion) issues
more carefully than thuse who
were unsealed,” Peterson said.
He suid  the rapid rise in

health care costs is “destahil-
izing" the United States econ-
omy.
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volvement with heallh care  According to Checkoway, 1lie “No one can argue with the
| mallers,” said CCIICC member . change in board composilion quality of health cire (in lhe
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| Do*sm\ brmﬂ—.a , The American Hospital Association has
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-~ Deyle and Ahearn, both the American Dental Association are

leaders .of the Champaign ; ; ;
County Health Care Con- Just some of the Emn.f.omu.r groups which

sumers, were among 15 make generous contributions to se-

board members elected. lected candidates through their

.More than 250 delegates, o : . =
representing 67 consumer political action committees (PAC).

‘organizations in- Bnm state, The Federal Election Commission's
were present at con- :
<m=aow.wm_n H.mnmawq c:.. report shows that the AMA's PAC was

ﬂo%lh.no o ._ = + the top contributor to Congressional
-CCH is a ocal . L .
citiizens organization con- candidates through only the first
cerned with improving seven months of this year it has

health care. distributed $915,000.

munity oy
g Sy e REC T mope- insurance people
L nae e seon s o Medical” aschools often want, the higher the cost of|
have a salutary effect on jpsyrance goes. A
¢ & The more coverage =

hospital expansion in- the field of etiti
aree inel all the facts buginesses, 0 Rourks said.

: 4. If there are too many
rational decision cam be gagoline stations in an

consumers organization, Ewﬁuﬂumgnﬂm
said he doesn't believe any & 8¢
expansion should be al- enough business, it simply
lowed until the fate of Traises rates to meet .J
Chanute Air Force Base is Deeds. i
ided. ,O.W.Enwn e.%nnau_n_ ﬂwm
Ahearn pointed out- that establishment of an elect
there is a fairly modern panel of healthcare super-
hospital on the base that' Visors, much like a school
could be used to provide board, who are answerable
regional care in northern to the electorate. fo
Champaign County. O’'Rourke later said it is
““What's good for only fair to point out that

stitutionalized care is Vet-
erans’ Administration and
other government hospi-
tals. Care in such hospitals :
becomes dehumanized. I Champaign-Urbana may Patients must take part in
know. I've been there.” not be good for Champaign their own care.

Siler said he has been a County,” Ahearn said. He



